
ERASMUS is part of the communitarian programme in education LIFELONG 
LEARNING PROGRAMME (2007-2013) and includes actions of European 
cooperation in the field of higher education. ERASMUS helps to support the 
development of the European extent of academic and post-academic studies, the 
programme covering all the subjects and fields of study. 

ERASMUS was launched in 1987, under the form of a programme meant for 
supporting students in order to perform a period of study in another European country, 
with formal recognition of the period spent at the partner institution. Beginning with 
1995, ERASMUS has become a subcomponent of the SOCRATES programme of the 
European Union. The general conception and the objectives of the new programme have 
developed, so that mobility is at present only one of the aspects targeted at the level of 
students and didactic staff. The new ERASMUS programme wants to extend cooperation 
forms at the level of higher education, offering more partner institutions the possibility to 
take part in transnational projects and value informatics technology for common interest. 

At present, ERASMUS provides mobility scholarships for thousands of students, 
putting an accent on the provision of academic recognition of performed studies. This is 
why we have to notice the fact that in October 2002 the European Commission celebrated 
the number of 1.000.000 ERASMUS students at European level. 

Students mobility grants (SM) 

Because the financing granted within the ERASMUS programme Action 2 by the 
European Commission covers only in part the mobility related costs, it has to be 
supplemented with other contributions. Complementary financing can be achieved from a 
variety of sources, from the inside or the outside of the university, from national or 
regional, public or private sources. 
The grant allocated monthly to students is calculated depending on the total ERASMUS 
budget available at national level and the number of students selected based on 
universities decision; it can only cover a small part of transport and living costs 
(accommodation, meals, fees for using certain facilities within host universities, etc.). 
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The status of ERASMUS “scholar” exempts the mobility beneficiaries from the payment 
of course fees. But providing all the direct costs involved in the development of a period 
of study in a host university necessarily requires to supplement the ERASMUS grant. 
Supplementing can come from the beneficiary’s own resources, through the contribution 
of its own university, from other sponsors (companies, institutions in the country and 
from abroad) or from several sources. 
The National Council for Communitarian Programme in the Field of Education and 
Professional Training (which is in Romania a coordination authority for the 
implementation of the programme) recommended all the participant universities to 
consider the provision of financial conditions of students for the period of the studies at a 
decent level as a prerequisite of a good organization of mobilities. The ERASMUS 
contact points were also recommended to develop a system for “drawing funds” from 
possible local sponsors (enterprises, banks, companies) that may be co-interested in the 
development of some students’ mobility with good results. On the other hand, the status 
of ERASMUS student does not compulsorily mean a grant. A part of the selected 
students can cover the costs involved during the period of study abroad entirely from 
complementary sources of financing. But they benefit from all the other rights of an 
ERASMUS student (exemption from the payment of the study fees at the host 
universities, etc.) These students are called :“zero-grant ERASMUS students” in the 
formal terminology of the Action. 

General procedure rules for ERASMUS student mobility 

• Within the LLP/ERASMUS programme, the following types of mobility flows are 
possible: 

- Between two EU member states; 
- Between a country with an EU associated status and another EU member state; 

 

• Mobilities between two member states with EU associated status are not eligible; 
• Only students that graduated the first year of study may take part in the ERASMUS 
programme; 
• ERASMUS students are exempted from the payment of study fees at the host 
university  
• Academic credits achieved from mobilities are recognized by universities the students 

come from; 
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• National scholarships granted to students by their university will continue to be paid 
for the entire period of study abroad; 

• The duration of the studies abroad for the ERASMUS students included in the 
mobility programme is minimum 3 months and maximum 12 months. For periods of 
study longer than 3 months practical stages may also be provided, as a continuance of 
the period of study; 

• A student may be selected for an ERASMUS scholarship only once during a cycle of 
studies (academic + post-academic), for a period of maximum one academic year; 

• The institutions involved in the exchange of students has to agree, with every student 
separately, on an accurately determined schedule of studies (in order to provide 
academic recognition for the studies developed), before the beginning of the mobility 
period; 

• At the end of every period of study abroad, students have to request the host 
institution to certify the completion of the programme agreed upon, as well as a 
transcript of records with the results achieved; 

• If the student failed to entirely complete the established programme, it has to 
reimburse the funds received. Cases of force majeure shall be notified to the faculty, 
that has to analyze them and submit to A.N.P.C.D.E.F.P. for approval. 

• ERASMUS students cannot benefit from other scholarships or allocations, of any 
nature during the period provided in the agreement, through other EU communitarian 
programmes; 

• Scholars cannot use various financing sources for covering the same eligible costs 
(for instance they cannot cover the cost of the transport ticket from two different 
financing sources, at the same time, but only as an aggregate). 
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